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Sir: 

This Reply Brief is submitted in response to Examiner's Answer dated March 12, 2003. 
No fee is believed to be required; however, in the evaat any fees are required, please charge IBM 
Corporation's Deposit Account No. 09-0447. No extension of time is believed to be required; 
however, in the event any extension is required, please consider that extension requested and 
please charge any associated fee and any additional required fees to IBM Corporation's 
Deposit Account No. 09-0447. 
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ARGUMENTS 

In the Response to Argument (paragraph 1 1) of Examiner's Answer, Examiner provides a 
series of rebuttals to Appellant's arguments. The present set of arguments counters several of 
those rebuttals based on factual in-accuracies and or functional distinctions between the claimed 
features of Appellant's invention and what is provided/suggested by the various references and 
combinations thereof. Notably, the arguments provided herein are not meant to be exhaustive of 
the possible arguments countering the various rebuttals. Also, Appellant hereby incorporates by 
reference those arguments proffered in the Appeal Brief filed on February 12, 2003. 

I. On page 10, 1^ paragraph, Examiner states that Ogasawara discloses that "a customer's 
current locatioI^ provide suitable directions or location indicia to promotional items " (emphasis 
added). Appellant reiterjrtes that Appellant's invention immediately identifies pre-selected 
customer desired items in the area in which the customer is currently passing utilizing 
projections of modified infiu-red signals containing the IDs of the items. This is functionally 
different and not suggested by providing directions to a closest promotional item. 

IL On page 11, 1^ paragraph, Examiner states that in Jelen "the preferred embodiment 
employs an infrared IR receiver detecting a unique data pattern. . . at fixed locations in the store." 
Again, Jelen's general description of the utilization of an IR receiver and IR transmitters are 
solely for the purpose of identifying the location of the customer (as admitted by Examiner at the 
paragraph at the bottom of page 11 continuing to page 12). Appellant's utilizes an IR 
transmitting LEDs to project the actual identification (IDs) of items at a given location, and the 
receiver unit not only receives the IR signal but is able to decipher the IDs within the IR signal 
and automatically alert the customer that a desired item is present. Again, although the reference 
may utilize similar terminology (e.g., IR signal and IR receiver), the actual fimctionality of the 
feature is very different from what is provided by ^pellant's claimed invention. 

m. On page IS, Examiner states that the combination "disclose transmitting product and 
coupon information at time of checkout," However, none of the sections referenced to support 
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this conclusion actually discusses or suggests electronic redemption of coupons by beaming 
coupon information to the checkout register as is clearly recited by Appellant's claim. 



Examiner's rebuttal arguments do not support maintaining the rejections of Appellant's 
claims. Appellant has pointed out several of the deficiencies contained in these rebuttal 
arguments. For the reasons set forth herein and those set forth in the Appeal Brief, Appellant 
urges the Board to reverse the Examiner's rejection of the claims and remand the case to the 
Examiner with instructions to issue a Notice of Allowance for all pending claims in the present 
Application. 



CONCLUSION 
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LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFR § 10 J>(b) 

Eustace PJsidore is hereby given limited rccogmtion under 37 CFR §l0.9(b) as an employee of 
Braccvvell & Patterson^ LLP to prepare and prosecute patent applications and to represent 
applicants wherein the patent applicants am clients of Bracewell & Patterson, LLP, and ibe 
attoniey or agent of record in the applications is a registered practitioiier who is a member of 
Bracewell i Patterson, LLP, This limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, 
or when whichever of the fbllowing events first occurs prior to the date appearing below: (i) 
&»tace P-Iaidore ceases to lawiuUy reside in the United States, (ii) Eustace PJsidorc*s 
employment with Bracewell & Patterson, LLP ceases or is teuninated, or (iii) Eustace P^Isidore 
ceases to remain or reside in the United States on an H- IB visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in 
the OfiBce of Enrolbnent and Discipline of Ac U.S. Patent and Trademark* Office. 



Expires: May 8, 2004 
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Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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Fax Cover Letter 



Please deliver the following pages to Examiner Arthur D. Duran Art Unit: 3622 

Fax Number: 703-872-9327 „ 

This fax is from Eustace P. Isidore _„ 

aud i5 being transmitted on 05/12/2003 at , The length of this fax, (including the 

cover letter), is 5^ pages. 

The jEiax machine number is 512.472.9123. If you do not receive all pages, please call 
512.472.7800, 

Message 



InventoT(s): Viktors Berstis 




Serial No,: 09/404,398 




Filed: September 23, 1999 


Official 


Title: Personal Product Locator on Store-Owned Shopping Aid 




Enclosed: Reply Brief 
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This fax from the law fimi of Braccwell & Patterson, L.L.P. contains information that is confidential or 
privileged, or both. This information is intended only for die use of the individual or entity named on this 
fiix cover letter. Any disclosure, copyings distribution or use of this information by any person other tfian 
the intended recipient is prohibited If you have received this fax in enror, please notify us by telephone 
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